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Box No. I Basis of the report 



□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following languaqe 
which IS the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: » w y , 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2. With regard to the erements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitaVion under Article 14 S^e^^^^^ 
report as "originally filed'' and are not annexed to this report): rererrea to in this 

Description, Pages 

""^ 7 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

■^-33 as originally filed 



□ 



a sequence listing andybr any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 



3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

?«H I/J hLt'^rf I^Jh! established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
?upp"ll^^^^^^^^ 9^ '^^y^"^^ '"^^ d^^-'-^"^- «' A as indicated In the 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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S?«ii!f Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-33 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-33 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-33 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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V. 



Novelty, 



1 . The subject-matter of the present claims is neither disclosed in nor fairly 
suggested by the prior art on record. 

2. In particular, the protective layer according to the Invention as defined e.g. in claim 
1 excludes the presence of graphite and/or Nl-coated graphite and/or the 
sulphates/phosphates/fluorides present in the iron oxide based surface layer disclosed 
In US-A-3 747 944. 



Inventive stftp. 

1 . Unlike the present invention, US'944 pertains to the technical field of dry 
lubricated materials and therefore its teachings, even modified, cannot be imported into 
the field of molten salt electrolysis. 

2. Having regard to the technical effects mentioned at e.g. p.5, 1.22-37, the provision 
of a crack-free, hematite-based protective layer or body, as explicitly or Implicitly 

^ defined in the present independent claims, which inhibits diffusion of e.g. Nl to and from 
the metal-based substrate justifies the acknowledgment of an Inventive step. 
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